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A Student’s eye view

The Immigration officer, while checking my passport at the

airport, put it into word in a more explicit way, "People also go of

to china to study?"

As | am writing this article from Beijing, | guess it'll be redundant “ L|fe in Ch | na"

to say what my decision was, and so far it has proved to be a neat
one. China with it’s booming economy is one of the best places to

build your career and also for living. Muktadir Rahman Chowdhury

(Alvy)

Pondering over the decision, pursuing my undergrad in china, | took three years back,
reminds me how confused | was when | got the Chinese scholarship. Since China is not
particularly well-known among the people who want to study abroad, | was in a fix whether
or not i should go for it. The Immigration officer, while checking my passport at the airport,
put it into word in a more explicit way, "People also go to china to study?"

As | am writing this article from Beijing, | guess it'll be redundant to say what my decision
was, and so far it has proved to be a neat one. China with its booming economy is one of
the best places to build your career and also for living.

Studying in china has it's pluses and minuses. If you are an undergrad-scholarship student
you have to study in Chinese, which is not enjoyable at all. But if you learn the language
well, your Chinese language skill will add a new dimension to your resume. In total, it'sa 5
year course, including one year Chinese language course. Studying Chinese is real fun and it
brings your childhood memory back to life. They teach Chinese with such care that gives
you the forgotten taste of being a kid. The care, the attention , the encouragement, the
appreciation , no matter how you perform, from the teacher , the immaculate childish
ecstasy you go through after getting high mark in the class give this Chinese classes a whole
new meaning. They really have their way to acquaint you with a language that is in every
possible manner alien to you. They prepare you well enough for the fight that is studying
your major in Chinese.

It is a common scenario in a Bangladeshi university that a bunch of students huddle
together and babble for hours, while sipping tea and puffing cigarette. It is almost an
integral part of their campus life. But here, in china, university is all about the following
three: class, homework and exam. And when you are too busy maintaining the first two,
before you know, the semester is finished and the third and the inevitable one, exam, is
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looming on you.
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Life in China

Chinese students also have pastimes in the form of playing football, basketball , computer
games , which does not sound bad , but being a typical Bangladeshi, | guess, it is those
erratic, meaningless talking that | miss most . Going to the class early in the morning is
always a pain in the neck, for me at least, specially in the winter when you have to expose
yourself to the skin piercing chilly wind with a temperature below zero, leaving your cosy
bed and warm blanket. Shivering and thinking that who will go to the class in this cold, you
reach the class only to find the classroom full to the brim, that leaves you doubting their
sensibility. The bright side of the winter is you get to enjoy the sublime beauty of snowfall.
When it snows at night if you take a peek out of your window, you will witness the ethereal
scenery of the sodium street light lit unmarred snow, that seems to camouflage the whole
universe with it's yellowish glow. But the next morning you feel severe cold, for often
snowfall is followed by radical temperature drop. But this the cost | am willing to give to
behold such marvel.

|, personally, like the summer most ,partly because summer in Beijing is very similar to that
of Bangladesh's , except for the fact that you hardly sweat here , and during this time you
can hang around with ease, without putting on tons of clothes . Unlike winter going to class
does not also seem a herculean task in summer.

Anyone who is living abroad will acknowledge that, one of the rare occasions of relaxation
comes when they are with fellow country mates. We, Bangladeshis in china, also found a
way to get our Bangladesh itself going by having parties, sometimes organized by the
embassy and often by ourselves, hanging out together and so on.

In a nutshell, life in china has it's own lusciousness, which is waiting for you to savor.




The reason for this choice is very simple: “Market demands”. Engineering is a H i g h er E d ucat i on

demanding discipline and right now Bangladesh is lacking in quantity the
number of qualified engineers. Most of the majors maybe directed towards i N C h i N a
labor intensive industry and light industry dependent countries, and

Bangladesh is no exception. ICT is a growing field and your education could

play a good part into turning a digital Bangladesh. Chinese language, alone,

could land you a good job in Bangladesh. Chinese specialist student La rry W an g
commands a base starting salary of Taka 40,000 and perks, more than
average fresh graduate students

Beijing

Most recently I've noticed an apparent trend on Bangladeshi prospective students seeking the middle
kingdom for their future education. More and more people are keen looking into China for higher
education not as a backup option rather a practical choice and this line of thought is not “unusual” since
education in U.S and Europe entails both great expense and social burden on parents whereas choosing
China for your education destination is not only inexpensive, in addition, could give you insights on a rising
economic superpower with global stretch and influence. Before setting off on the internet looking for
suitable uni, I'd like to remind you that like all other overseas education it requires planning, research and
consultation with seniors bhais about their experience and golden statements they would leave behind in
their trail. This Q&A tries to fill in those golden statements garnered over my 8 years period in China and
divided into two major stages from Student to a White-Collar job in Beijing, China.

1) From where shall | begin to apply for Chinese university?

After you’ve decided your choice of studies and from googling results the lists of uni names, the best time
of year to begin applying is April. Most Chinese uni begin their school term from July (fall term) and there is
no second application for winter terms. You could try to apply directly to uni or via Chinese Embassy
scholarship declaration under Ministry of education, Bangladesh. So lookout for APRIL. The same applies
for self-financed student applying either directly to uni or try consulting with cultural attaché in Chinese
Embassy in Bangladesh.

2) Which university is good for me?

“It all depends on you”, most senior bhais would put it nonchalantly and at times may sound discouraging.
To tell you the truth, when | first heard that | was already lost in translating but now I think | know why
they hold that thinking. To put this plainly, what happens when you try to learn something in a new
language? Yes, that was actually a question | asked, you should spend some moment to ponder. You see,
education in China is conducted in Chinese, particularly undergrad programs. And have to admit now that
receiving higher education in a new language and another environment could be challenging but not at all
impossible. Bangladeshis are known to survive even in harshest conditions and | am sure we will fight to
see the light in the end. So hang in there. One last word to end this question is uni doesn’t matter as long
as you know what you are going to become (your skills and expertise on your particular field).
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Higher Education in China

3) Which major is good for me?

This is just my personal opinion and | am basing this on present job market in Bangladesh gathered from
report on reputable sites like bdjob, Bangladesh daily star. According to them, there is a dearth of
specialized human resources in the market and it has been compounded by private, local universities not
churning out quality graduates demanded by the market. In other words we have the people sitting idle
but not the “right” worker to do the job. | can assure you, higher education in China is a worthwhile
experience and once you graduate many options would open thereof. So here are the areas you could go
for as a major:

a) Textile engineering- Fashion Design and the gamut of Textile and apparel
b) ICT- Telecommunications, Software, networking and system

c) Architecture and Civil Engineering

d) Chinese Language

e) Industrial Design and Engineering

f) Metallurgy

g) Chemical Engineering

h) IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineering)

The reason for this choice is very simple: “Market demands”. Engineering is a demanding discipline and
right now Bangladesh is lacking in quantity the number of qualified engineers. Most of the majors maybe
directed towards labor intensive industry and light industry dependent countries, and Bangladesh is no
exception. ICT is a growing field and your education could play a good part into turning a digital
Bangladesh. Chinese language, alone, could land you a good job in Bangladesh. Chinese specialist student
commands a base starting salary of Taka 40,000 and perks, more than average fresh graduate students.

4) Which major could be potentially not a good idea?

This may be biased, totally based, again on my experiences.
a) Medical Science

b) Bachelor of Business Arts

c) International Trade

d) Economics and Commerce

e) Law
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Higher Education in China

f) Development and Social Studies

At this point, | am in no mood to make a debate out from here nor do | bore any prejudices against those
studying the aforementioned majors. My unsolicited advice on this, it would be a wise decision if you could
pursue these in ENGLISH speaking countries like U.S or Europe.

5) Part-time jobs in China? Is it true that in China like all Western countries education and part-time jobs
goes hand in hand?

The answer is no part-time jobs available during your studies in China. However, what I’ve noticed recently
that there is a development among Chinese students in big cities to pick up odd jobs like working at fast-
food stores, however, this very limited among local Chinese students, who work not to pay off tuition
rather as a way to have their own pocket-money. Foreign students in China especially undergraduate
program rarely come across part-time opportunities. So | reiterate: throughout the undergraduate
program it’s a fruitless exercise to search for odd works on the internet or on newspaper, moreover even if
you find one you may not find enough time to devote on it.

6) What’s next after graduation? Should | continue further studies?

After graduation, you are required to return back to Bangladesh unless some company sponsors your work
permit visa. Metropolis city like Beijing and Shanghai are restricting work permits for foreign fresh
graduates by asking them to provide evidence of two-year work experiences. A fresher, usually has no
experience consequently, that puts you ineligible for a work status and you may have to return back to
Bangladesh. Other options like moving to a second-tier city for employment are a common scenario. Most
often than not, students’ right before graduation apply for Master’s degree in order to secure their future
stay in China. My free one dime opinion on this matter is you should first try applying abroad like Japan,
Korea or U.S and if no option is there then Master’s degree should be your last choice in line.

7) In the end do I learn anything from here?

Well this question is totally up to you on how hard you work to learn and the effort you put into learning
new skills and knowledge. To make a point I'd like to share one of my past personal anecdotes. In year
2007, in the middle of my graduation from Computer Science and Engineering | still knew nothing about
software programming and hated to the bone anything “programming and computers”. | totally lost sight
on where | could go ‘next’ after graduation. Then one day | found an opportunity to go to Japan, and did
everything to fulfill the Graduate requirements like IELTS and GRE. After successfully completing my
Master’s in Japan, things changed again and | realized that | even lacked the fundamental skills,
simultaneously there was no time to time to get trained and pick up new skills. At that point, nobody
wanted to hire me during the Financial Crisis in 2009.




Higher Education in China

Feeling defeated and dejected, but never lost will to fight back. | immediately returned Beijing (my turf),
went for Cisco training centers and picked up networking and system skills in one and half years. And now
it turns out | love my field and gaining confidence in what | provide to people requiring my specialized
knowledge and skills. Very simply put it: “know your skills very well and become specialized in your
particular field”. Finally to put an end to this question, definitely from China you learn a lot from bitter
encounters that makes you stronger and stronger every day. So come here well prepared, mentally!.

Writer’s email- physicswang@gmail.com
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